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(LJ) INTRODUCTICN: 
~tmphasitc the principlea of fire and manauver as applied at tiw anft 
c3httl using organic fire support means and as applitd b cab- 8Z!m 
a whtrttn artillery. mortars and aircraft firm arc eqlqad in 

of attacking forces. These priJchplts art valid for eny type 
any environmental condition and art applicable comxtq- 

the Vict Coq.. 

(cMHA)- RACKCROUND: -i --- 
situation the general mlasion &f an attack- rF1 

dcsrroy the tntmy, Uhct$er In a con- 
this mission is accmplishtd through 

the degree to which tither 
upon the situation and the c~ rr! i 

rtsourtts available. 92 y; i 
ri ,‘ *< ?i.. ‘: 1 

By definition, "fire and nmneuv&r is th\! proctss of tmt or CJ c-i v4 
more untts establishing a base of fire to engage the eneq, uhilt ~ s..-. :. r 

r 
another element or unit maneuvers to an advant8gtm poritfon frm which ZZ 6 3 
to close with and destroy or ca@art the tncmp. The base of flrtmf 
consist of indirect supporting fires, direct fires, or a combination of 
both- The maneuvering force takts mpxlmum &a&age of exbtfxtg cover i: 
and concealment alung the mentuvtr route, 

\ 

and dsstrabLy approaches the ~’ 
tntmy position from its flank or rear". 

DISCUSSIC~: 

and mntuvtr is not being uatd by attacking frltndly 
forces in operations against the VC erctpt on infrequent occ88ions. 
Reports frun US advisors and observers in the field consinttntly c(IpTnt, 
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on this facr. 1 
aLways be mcd in the same manner it would be for the attack of a 
fortiftcd position or similar objective because of the elusive nature 
of the target; however, frequent occasrons arise when fire and mantwxr 

I-- 

nese reports ackmwiedge that fire and menewer cannot 

could and should be used allowing extracts fraa itiCtnt after 
8CtiOTI reports .and other ts illustrate this concLu.sion: 

-- 
CL) '4\#p ration was tfmely and troop% utiLired 

were adequete for the missi aflure to take actton upcm contact with 
the VC al lowed the enemy to raw before the situation could be fully 
exploited to inflict msx! itits. With timely, tggrtma~vt fire 
and mmtwer the enemy coqAld have been prevented from brtaking contact 

71 , . . 

on 3 Dtcaabtr(~i. I" . 
The platoor. of 155-0x1 howlrttrs WWF uatd only 

aIrstrikes conducted on 3 December apparently had acme 
effect, howwtr the delay in waiting for a follow-up airstrikt prior to 
an apsau?t on the VC positions - . . alLowed the VC to withdraw . . . " 

(3) '1, . . Where entmy fire has halted the dismounted in- 
infantry, . . - habitually, the overall optration ccmmaxnitr than calls 
for art%Lltry fire and/or air strikt(s)r During the artillery and air 
strike the friendly forces rtmsln halttd in front of tht enemy positions 
. . . if the VC 

a 
1-t to remain fn position, they t&t cover with the 

'knwledgt that A.34 will not wivmce until after the fire support hs 
Lifted. AKVA uses artillery fire and air strikta aa entitie8 in thtm- 
selves rather than support for ground action. They do not practice the 
~ppxim that supporting weapons facilitate the forward progrua . . . not 
supplant it. The operations conamndtr has consfsrtntly rtmtrlcttd mwt- 
mtnt during artilltrp fire support missions and atr scrikts . . .n 

(4) fl. . assaulred the enemy position after sitting in 
full sight of the enemy for approximately 20 minutes . o . sfrtr cccupy- 
lug the position the ARW force wan he14 in place while artillery and air 
strikes were made on the fleeing VC battalim. Porcefu?. and aggressive 
pursuit could and should have been efftcredCrl 

(5) '1. ., in no known instances have armor units assaulttd 
tht VC under supporting artillery or mortar fire.*' 

\ 
b. In contrast, extracts from similar report8 citing proptr 

xsagt oi fire and maneuver techi~lqutg n_Jmost invariably illnatratc that 
-v.!r 'I 

success rextlts fram such action. t..?; tx.^: i 
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